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New displays at the Bellamy Homestead
Additional exhibits planned
The next time you visit the Bellamy Homestead, you
may notice something different.
At their June meeting, the Chicopee Historical Society
officially opened the “proper parlors,” allowing visitors a
peek into Victorian-themed rooms. Formerly the offices
of the Springfield branch of the Theosophical Society, the
home’s front and back parlors were named in memory of
the Historical Society’s late treasurer, Ann Beebe, in
2015. This spring, the group redecorated the rooms with
period furnishings that include sofas, chairs with
needlepoint seats, and a melodeon to show what the
parlors may have looked like when the Bellamys were in
residence.
The Homestead is undergoing other changes as
well. In an effort to make information about Edward
Bellamy more accessible to visitors, an exhibit is going
up near the primary entrance. The exhibit consists of four
40” by 60” panels, with each panel focusing on a
different part of Bellamy’s life. The goal is to introduce
the writer to first-time visitors, although the long-time
local history buff will hopefully also learn something
new.
While they are still in development, there will be other
exhibits throughout the house as well. For those more
interested in Chicopee’s history, the room behind the
parlors will contain an exhibit on industry in the city
during the 19th and early 20th centuries. The second
floor, currently closed to visitors, will contain additional

Save the date!
Please join us at the Bellamy Homestead on
Sunday, November 5 at 2:00 p.m. for a look at
the new exhibit and recently redecorated
parlors, as well as a presentation about our
plans for the upcoming year. All are welcome
to attend.

A view of the recently redecorated back parlor

displays that connect Bellamy with the town in which he
spent most of his life. The first floor should be ready in
the spring, but work on the second floor cannot be
completed until water damage has been repaired and a
new roof has been put on to prevent the damage from
happening again.
Small informational signs have been added to the
parlors so visitors can still learn about the house even
when there isn’t an opportunity for a formal tour. Plans
for house tours are in the works, however, and a modified
version should be available when the first floor is opened
to the public in 2018.
Long-term plans for outreach and advertising are in the
works as well. The Bellamy Association now has its own
email address to centralize communication with the
organization.
Besides answering questions from
researchers, it will also be used to send digital versions of
future newsletters. To ask a question or sign up for the enewsletter,
send
an
email
to
edwardbellamyassociation@gmail.com. Options for a
website are also being considered, so stay tuned for
updates!
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From the President’s Desk:
In 1972, I was part of a small, mostly local group that formed the Edward Bellamy Memorial Association in
Chicopee, Massachusetts. The following year we succeeded in registering his home as a national landmark. National
recognition helped the association attract its first funds--a $ 4,000 Development Grant from the Massachusetts Arts and
Humanities Council. As the association’s secretary I was named the project’s coordinator. Our aim was to acquire and
restore the author’s thirteen-room house on Church Street.
My task was to develop a membership base capable of bringing about the purchase of the Bellamy House. In those
days we met in a small basement room of the old Market Square Library. Our entire Board of Directors fit snugly
around a small oak table. After I reluctantly accepted the new coordinator’s post, an elderly member of the board
reminded us of a popular television show. He said, “Honestly, this whole idea sounds like mission impossible.”
The association’s plan to acquire the house seemed quixotic enough given our puny treasury, and more so since
the homeowner wanted $50,000 for the property. Still, the Massachusetts Historical Commission promised a $ 25,000
matching grant toward the purchase. The Chicopee Savings Bank provided the mortgage, and the association acquired
the house for $ 42,000 in 1975.
The following year a $ 20,000 Community Development Grant enabled the association to burn the mortgage at
a champagne gala. In 1977, the Church Street Neighborhood was listed in the National Register of Historic Districts.
The era was called the golden age of preservation funding. As America basked in the glow of the nation’s bicentennial,
preservation efforts were on the front burner.
At EBMA’s 44 Annual Meeting in May, the Board of Directors announced plans to turn the property over to
the City of Chicopee on June 1, 2018. On Sunday, November 5, 2017 at a special 2pm meeting, the membership will be
called upon to approve transfer documents being prepared for submission to the Massachusetts Historical Commission.
The public is invited to attend this important meeting which will feature a presentation by archivists Alison
Kobierski and Jason Amos, who have been preparing new exhibits and organizing our collections. On Sunday,
November 5th, they will showcase their progress and share their plans for the museum’s spring program.
th

Stephen R. Jendrysik
President
Edward Bellamy Memorial Association

Did you know...
...that when Edward wrote, “The eldest brother of Edith Bartlett
had fallen in the war, and on Decoration Day the family was in the
habit of making a visit to Mount Auburn, where he lay,” in Looking
Backward, he was referencing an actual cemetery, just outside of
Boston, that was founded in 1831 and is America’s first rural
cemetery? Today we know Decoration Day as Memorial Day.
According to Meg Winslow, Mount Auburn Cemetery’s Curator of
Special Collections, it used to be the cemetery’s busiest day of the
year.
This reference in Looking Backward is not the only connection that
Chicopee has to the cemetery. Alexander Wadsworth, the surveyor
and civil engineer who created the first map of Mount Auburn in
1831, was also responsible for laying out Chicopee’s Water Works.
An 1834 map by Alex. Wadsworth title Plan of an Estate in
Springfield Belonging to Chickopee Manufacturing Company is
currently on display in the front parlor.
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Detail of 19th-century Stereoview, Mount
Auburn Cemetery Historical Collections,
Cambridge and Watertown, Mass.
October 2017
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In the Archives
While some of the activity around the Bellamy
Homestead has been obvious, there has been a lot going
on behind the scenes as well. We were busy in the
archives this summer, evaluating the collections and
deciding how to make the most of our limited storage
space.
Our first step was to check the condition of the
collections, which had been moved from their original
storage location several years ago due to structural
concerns. We straightened folders that had shifted
inside their boxes and kept an eye out for fragile objects
like glass plate negatives that may have been
damaged. We also started a list of items that could
benefit from being stored differently. For example, the
blueprints of the Fisk buildings should be moved into
closed, archival boxes, and some collections with fewer
items can be moved from records cartons into smaller,
more space-efficient document cases.
While there is a lot of work still to be done as many
collections are stored in old, potentially acidic,
nonarchival boxes, there is also a lot of opportunity for
progress in the coming years. Building off of the
collections information stored in Past Perfect (our
collection management software), we plan to develop
paper-based finding aids that can introduce onsite
researchers to the resources that we have. We will also
be looking at ways to promote our collections, which go
beyond Edward Bellamy and his influences to cover
topics such as Chicopee’s industrial history and local
politics during the Great Depression. Some items could
also benefit from being reformatted; after securing
appropriate funding, we may be able to digitize analog
recordings such as the interviews with Marion Bellamy
Earnshaw, home movies of local events, and an oral
history with an Ames Sword Company employee.
In the short term, we hope to be able to rehouse the
Edward Bellamy Memorial Archives, Marion Bellamy
Earnshaw Collection, and Sylvia E. Bowman
Collection, moving them from filing cabinets to
archival boxes. We also plan on creating a series of
rotating exhibits that will showcase some of the unique
and unexpected items that normally live behind the
scenes. Although they are in need of some preservation
work, our collections paint a fascinating picture of
Edward Bellamy and his city. We hope that you’ll stop
by to see for yourself.
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One of the new exhibit
panels containing
information about
Edward Bellamy’s life
and work. The 40” by
60” panels will greet
guests as they walk
through the 93 Church
Street door.

International Scholar Visits
As a Fulbright Visiting Scholar at UMASS, I
recently came in touch with the amazing archive
kept by the Edward Bellamy Memorial
Association. I enjoyed the hospitality and academic
support of Stephen Jendrysik, Alison Kobierski and
Jason Amos. The information I found perfectly
catalogued and preserved at the homestead proved
to be absolutely invaluable to make sense of
Bellamy’s cutting edge and uncompromising
egalitarianism. His ideas, faithful to the principles
enshrined in the Declaration of Independence and
spurred by the overwhelming inequalities in the
Gilded Age, were eagerly read and praised by the
likes of Leon Tolstoi, William Morris, Mark
Twain, Clara Zetkin, John Dewey, and even by
Chinese reformer Kang Youwei. Although partly
(and unjustly) forgotten, Bellamy remains an
endless source of ideas, arguments and inspiration
for envisioning social reforms aimed at alleviating
injustice, inequality and poverty. In times when
economic and social inequalities do not stop
growing, it is wise to listen to Bellamy’s call to
build ‘a new world, blessed with plenty, purified by
justice and sweetened by brotherly kindness’.
Dr. Fernando Lizárraga
Fulbright Visiting Scholar from Argentina
UMASS
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WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
Your Name ______________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________
City/State ___________________________________________ Zip _______________

contributing!

Amount __________
Put my donation towards: ( ) Where needed ( ) Collection

( ) Facility ( ) Exhibits

EDWARD BELLAMY MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION
91-93 Church Street, Chicopee, MA 01020-1814
The Bellamy Homestead is a National Historic Landmark

JOIN US!

Donations allow us to continue
maintaining and preserving the
Bellamy Homestead and its historic collections. Please consider

STEPHEN R. JENDRYSIK
President

MICHAEL BARON
Treasurer

Check one:
( ) Student—$2
( ) Family—$5
( ) Friend—$10
( ) Sponsor—$25
( ) Benefactor—$50
( ) Patron—$100
( ) Life—$1000

Your Name ______________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________
City/State ___________________________________________ Zip _______________

