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New President Elected at Special Meeting
At the special meeting on October 7, 2018,
the members of the Edward Bellamy Memorial

(NEHGS) in Boston. After graduating, he worked
in NEHGS’s Research Services department for

Association elected Jason Amos as their third
president. Jason comes to the organization with
nearly ten years’ experience using and working in
archives, including volunteering at the Edward
Bellamy House since May 2017.

several years before accepting his current position
as Executive Director of the South End Historical
Society in Boston.

In 2008, Jason earned his bachelor’s degree
in economics from the University of Connecticut.
He followed that with a certificate in genealogical
research from Boston University and a master’s
degree in library science with a concentration in
archives management from Simmons College (now
Simmons University). While at Simmons, he
interned in the plans department at Massachusetts
Department of Conservation and Recreation and
the R. Stanton Avery Special Collections at the
New England Historic Genealogical Society

Jason has always had an interest in history,
especially local history.
“Local history is
everywhere; the stories just need to be told,” he
says. “I am excited to be able to help tell the story
of Edward Bellamy and the history of Chicopee. It
won’t be without its challenges, like raising the
money to replace the Bellamy House’s roof, but I
look forward to working with members and the
community to preserve the house and collections.”
Jason can be reached at the association’s
email address with questions and suggestions:
Edward BellamyAssociation@gmail.com.

In This Issue
•

Special letter from former President Steve
Jendrysik (p. 2)

•

Learn about the Bellamy family’s
connection to Britain’s royal family (p. 2)

•

Meet our new Clerk (p. 3)

•

Learn how you can help preserve the
Bellamy House (p. 3)

For additional information about the redecorated
Hanifan Room see page 3.

E DWARD B ELLAMY M EMORIAL A SSOCIATION

Special Letter from Former President Steve Jendrysik
To the Members of the Corporation:
On Sunday, October 7, 2018 I resigned the Presidency of the Edward Bellamy Memorial Association. I
have been engaged in the Bellamy Project for forty-six years. The time has come to step away.
At the October 7th meeting, Jason Amos and Alison Kobierski were elected the President and Clerk for the
remainder of the 2018-2019 year. Michael Baron will be staying on as Treasurer. Jason and Alison are both
professional archivists, and their objective is to develop and implement a long term strategy to preserve the
legacy of Edward Bellamy and to interpret his place in history in a way that is engaging and accessible to the
general public. I plan to fully support and applaud their efforts in the years to come.
Thanks to the generous support of members like you, the association has managed to improve and
maintain a National Landmark for the City of Chicopee. It is, again, membership renewal time. Please
continue your support and encourage your friends to join our new leadership in their robust efforts.
Stephen R. Jendrysik
Former President

Did you know…
...that the Bellamy House has a connection to the House of
Windsor? In 1880, Edward Bellamy’s seventh cousin, Frances
Eleanor Work of New York, married Hon. James Boothby Burke
Roche, who in 1920 became a member of the British Parliament
and 3rd Baron Fermoy. While not in line for the throne
themselves, their great-granddaughter, Diana Frances Spencer,
married Britain’s Prince Charles and was the mother of Princes
William and Harry. Frances may have moved in higher social
circles, but her marriage to the future baron was not as happy and
long-lasting as Bellamy’s marriage to Emma; she divorced her
husband in 1891, and a second marriage to Hungarian-born horse
trainer Aurel Batonyi lasted only four years.
We are currently working on a small exhibit about the Bellamy
family, which will feature a family tree, profiles of select wellknown cousins and ancestors, and personal items belonging to
Edward and his immediate family. Look for an announcement of
the exhibit’s opening in a future newsletter!
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Among the personal items in our
collection is Paul Bellamy’s baby
book (1884). Both Emma and
Edward contributed to its entries.
November 2018
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In the Archives

Meet the Clerk

Last November, we opened an exhibit of
photographer Daniel Hanifan’s work. Hanifan
(1886-1962), who lived in the Bellamy House after
the Bellamys and added the studio space that now
serves as a conference room, is best known to local
residents for his portraits. However, he also
photographed scenes in his city, neighborhood,
and backyard--some of which are currently on
display. Below are two of the images that couldn’t
fit in the exhibit. Remember to come check out
the ones that did when we reopen in the spring!

Growing up with parents who were (and still are)
active members of the Chicopee Historical
Society, Alison Kobierski has had a lifelong
interest in local history. Her interest in Edward
Bellamy grew while cataloguing the collections at
the Bellamy House in between semesters at Mount
Holyoke College, ultimately leading to a thesis on
the progression of Bellamy’s thought and the
connections between his work and his hometown.
Alison holds a master’s degree in library science
with a concentration in archives management and
currently works as a records manager in
Boston. In addition to using her archival skills to
help manage the historical collections, she will be
using her records management experience to
ensure the association’s business records are
maintained according to legal standards.

Chicopee High School--This undated photo of the high
school (now 1st Sergeant Kevin A. Dupont Memorial
Middle School, located at 650 Front St.) shows that not
much has changed about the front of the building over the
years.

How You Can Help
1. Renew your membership! The bulk of our
funding
comes
from
your
annual
contributions, and every little bit helps.
2. Follow us on Facebook.
The more
followers we have, the larger the audience
we can reach. Find us at :
fb.me/EdwardBellamyMemorialAssociation
3. Lend your expertise.
If you’re an
experienced fundraiser or have ideas for fun
and effective fundraisers, send us an email-we’d
love
to
hear
from
you
(EdwardBellamyAssociation@gmail.com).

319 Broadway--While we love this image of the house
once owned by the Page family (recognizable to many as
the rectory of St. Patrick’s Church), damage to the
negative kept it from being included in the exhibit.
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EDWARD BELLAMY MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION
91-93 Church Street, Chicopee, MA 01020-1814

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
Your Name _________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
City/State _________________________________________ Zip ____________
Amount __________

Donations allow us to continue
maintaining and preserving the
Bellamy Homestead and its
historic collections. Please consider
contributing!
Donations are tax deductible.

Put my donation towards: ( ) Where needed ( ) Collection ( ) Facility ( ) Exhibits

EDWARD BELLAMY MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION
91-93 Church Street, Chicopee, MA 01020-1814
The Bellamy Homestead is a National Historic Landmark

JOIN US!

JASON AMOS
President

MICHAEL BARON
Treasurer

ALISON KOBIERSKI

Check one:
( ) Student—$2

Clerk

Your Name__________________________________________________________

( ) Family—$5
( ) Friend—$10
( ) Sponsor—$25
( ) Benefactor—$50
( ) Patron—$100
( ) Life—$1000

Address ____________________________________________________________
City/State __________________________________________ Zip____________
Email______________________________________________________________

